Dear Britten–Pears (Baroque) Orchestra Members

Please find here general information on courses, preparation and finances. If anything is unclear or you need more information than is provided on this sheet please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Normally participants arrive on the day a course begins apart from the modern orchestra, which generally arrive the evening before. We will have booked accommodation for you in advance, unless you let us know that you have your own accommodation.  The Artist Development Assistant is able to help you with your itinerary: 

Non-UK based students usually fly to one of the London airports (Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton, Stansted) and then join the UK artists at London Euston station, where a coach is provided by Aldeburgh Music to take you to Snape Maltings. In advance of the course you will be sent a travel and accommodation sheet detailing the travel options for each individual course. 

If you travel by train you will arrive at Saxmundham Station from London Liverpool Street Station and will be taken to your accommodation in Aldeburgh or to rehearsals at Snape Maltings by a member of staff. 

Orchestra Members usually stay at Elizabeth Court, self-catering or B&B accommodation in Aldeburgh. Elizabeth Court is an accommodation block in central Aldeburgh, literally one minute’s walk from the beach. It was bought and renovated by Aldeburgh Music two years ago and contains 12 living units with one or two bedrooms, a kitchenette and WC. There is a large communal garden, a living area and a large kitchen with dining area. Elizabeth Court is self-catering, but breakfast basics will be provided.

There is a map of Aldeburgh detailing the shops etc also available for download on this website. 

Transport to and from Snape Maltings, where rehearsals take place, is provided in the mornings and evenings depending on the schedule. 

Courses take place mainly in the Britten–Pears Building (which provides the Recital Room, Seminar Room and around 12 practise spaces plus a library, which you are welcome to use) as well as the new Hoffmann Building, which houses the Britten Studio, a smaller Kiln studio and two further small rooms.  

The courses culminate in a public Concert in Snape Maltings Concert Hall. 

There are usually tickets available, but you need to let us know in advance whether you require any as the number we can reserve is restricted.  

Concert dress is all black for both gentlemen and ladies.

There is wi-fi access throughout the site as well as at Elizabeth Court and the Pelican. 

The morning after the concert, orchestra members are taken back to London by coach. 

Aldeburgh Music covers accommodation and food costs and either books travel for you or reimburses you within reason. Please note that travel must be discussed with the Artist Development Assistant and reimbursements must be agreed in advance. No payments can be made after a course.

Canadian participants will receive help from the Canadian Aldeburgh Foundation. Your contact details will be sent to the Foundation at the beginning of the season and they will contact you in due course. Please note that this is a travel bursary and should be used towards your travel to the UK. Every participant will be dealt with individually and we are happy to help.

Photocopies of the music will be sent to you in advance of the course and you will receive the originals on arrival at Britten–Pears. 

Please see the Aldeburgh Music website for a staff and contact list of the Artist Development Department. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Britten–Pears this year. 

