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The Hesse Student Programme

HRH Princess Margaret of Hesse and the Rhine was a stalwart supporter of the arts and an enthusiastic President of Aldeburgh Music from 1986–1997.  Together with her husband, she established the unique Hesse Student Scheme in 1959.  The purpose of the Scheme was to enable young people between the ages of 18–25 with a love of music, the opportunity to attend the Aldeburgh Festival at no cost.  Today the Scheme still funds 12 young people during each of the two weeks of the Festival, providing tickets to all events together with bed and breakfast accommodation in Aldeburgh.  Participants are drawn from many backgrounds and, increasingly, from overseas.
Among the many Hesse Students who have gone on to develop careers in the music field are conductors Jeffrey Tate and Jane Glover, composer Nicola LeFanu and performers Steven Isserlis, Michael Chance and Iain Burnside.

Jane Glover writes:  “I came to Aldeburgh as a Hesse Scholar, at the invitation of Benjamin Britten himself, in 1968.  I was between school and University and the timing was perfect.  Having grown up in the country, without the constant access to first-class music-making that those who have grown up in London almost take for granted, I was ready to be bowled over by the Aldeburgh experience – and I was.

Every event in my brief week there is indelibly etched upon my memory: the monumental performance of Haydn’s The Seasons with which Britten opened the Festival that year; the première of The Prodigal Son, and also (rather controversially) of Birtwistle’s Punch and Judy; a revival of Gloriana from Sadler’s Wells with Sylvia Fisher; unforgettable recitals by Janet Baker and John Gielgud; a series of early music concerts led by Imogen Holst with that great pioneer of historically-informed performance, David Munrow.  As a Hesse Scholar one went to everything - often three events a day, plus rehearsals for others.  The whole experience was literally invaluable, for it not only fuelled my blazing passion for music by introducing and exposing me to so much of it in so concentrated a period, but it also allowed me to witness, at the closest quarters, the whole business of performance at the highest level: the sheer hard slog on the one hand, and the joy and reward on the other.

Every time I return to Aldeburgh now, whether as a performer or a member of the audience, my Hesse experience comes flooding back.  In countless ways Benjamin Britten was a crucial influence on my own musical development, and my Hesse week a real highlight of it.  Long may this excellent Scheme, to which I owe such immeasurable gratitude, continue.”
It was Princess Margaret’s wish that young people should have equal opportunity to be fully involved in the Festival.  With this concept in mind, Hesse Students are called upon to assist in the day-to-day running of the Festival.  Each day begins at 9 am with a briefing session.  Typical duties will include page turning, programme selling, invigilating exhibitions, helping with office duties, chauffeuring artists, assisting with Festival Walks and beach events, occasionally serving wine and canapés at sponsors’ receptions, even bus conducting on the coaches that run from Aldeburgh to all concert venues!

It is a tradition that the Hesse Students put on their own performance towards the end of their week’s stay.  Each group of Hesse Students devises, rehearses and performs in a concert of their own choice.  These events are publicised in the Festival booking brochure and programme book and attract a loyal and enthusiastic audience.  

Age is the only limiting factor in considering applications.  Candidates need not be in full-time education or have a detailed knowledge of music, although a love of music is essential.  A willingness to help, no matter how mundane the task, is essential, as is a sense of humour.  An ability to drive is useful.  

If you would like to be a Hesse Student at the Aldeburgh Festival of Music and the Arts in 2010, from either 11 – 20 June (nine nights) or 20 – 27 June (eight nights), please complete and return the enclosed application form by the end of March 2010.  You will be notified shortly afterwards if your application has been successful.

If you require any further information, please telephone Jane Alexander on + 44 (0)1728 687100 or email:  jalexander@aldeburgh.co.uk
For more information on the Hesse Scheme please visit our website at www.aldeburgh.co.uk.
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